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Topic 2 Dev  

fferences in development around the world 
world map showing the HDI for the countries and regions of the world 

nire 2.5) illustrates the differences in development around the world. Here is a 
IJlmary of the development indicators, classified according to a country's level 
development.

�le 2.3 

·elopment indicators Highly developed Less developed 

fi� 
countries and and developing 
regions countries and 

regions 
GDP/ capita high lower 
Life expectancy (years) high lower 
literacy level (%) high lower 
Average years of schooling high lower 
% population urbanised high lower 
Carbon emissions (tons/person/pa) usually high usually lower 

high lower 

f 
e: The summary above 1s a generalisation and there are always exceptions. 
re are poor people in developed countries and rich people in less developed 
ntries. 

gional differences in development around the world 
e countries of the world are grouped according to regions, there are clear 
erences in development, as seen in Figure 2.6. 

�re 2.6 Regional differences in development indicators - note the HDI of the 

:erent regions 
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4. Differences in development around the world -
comparison between selected countries and regions

The Human Development Index shows the different levels of development in the 
world. The world can be divided into two groups of countries: 
• There are wealthier countries where development is high and people generally

live comfortable lives and use many resources.
• There are poorer countries where development is low, quality of life is poor and

people use fewer resources.

· The terms used to describe these two groups of countries are: More Economically
Developed Countries (MEDCs) and Less Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs).
The following table shows the main dif ferences between MEDCs and LEDCs

• GDP per capita is more than US$10 000 a year. • GDP per capita is less than US$5 000 a year.

• Good health care is available to most of the • Little or poor health care is available to 

population. most of the population.

• There are many industries that • There is a poorly developed industrial

produce high value products for export. sector and low value exports.

• Extensive trading takes place. Trade has • Limited trading or low value trading takes place.

a high value. • Education may be poorly developed or not

• There are high levels of education and literacy. available to a lot of people,

• There are relatively few really poor or • There are many unemployed and very poor

unemployed people. people.

Key 

177 More economically f.T7 Less economically ' 
12:..:;J developed counties WW developed countries j 
--4� . If" -

The map shows the general pattern of economrc development in the world.
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